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Established in 2009

”Spårvagnsstäderna 
work to make it easier
to build new light rail
systems.”





Brinnande





8 municipalities

Göteborg city
Jönköpings municipality
Linköpings municipality
Malmö city
Norrköpings municipality
Stockholms city
Uppsala municipality
Västerås city

3 public transit authorities

Region Skåne
UL Kollektivtrafikförvaltningen
Västtrafik

Members



48 associated members
Foreign municipalities
Foreign transit authorities
Businesses
Interest groups/Organizations
Research groups



The board – Consists of elected politicians

Two members from each member – one from the opposition and 
one from the majority

Chairperson: Annika Roman (MP), City of Helsingborg
Vice chairperson: Karin Jonnson (C), Norrköping municipality



Aims for the 
organization
1. Improve cooperation and knowledge

levels

- Conferences each year

- Special seminars

- Networking

- Knowledge dissemination



Aims for the 
organization

2.  Improved financing

Reduced costs

- Showcasing best practice

- Technical committe for 

standardization

Increase investment funds

- Increased state involvement

- Finding new tools for financing



Aims for the organization

3.  Improved regulations

- The number of legal hurdles reduced

- Working with authorities to get a new set 

of regulations specified for light rail, 

instead of previous regulations based on 

heavy rail. 



Swedish cities planning 
tramways



Light rail before 2030

Stockholm

Uppsala

Lund
Helsingborg

Malmö

Norrköping

Höganäs

Göteborg

Västerås
Eskilstuna

Linköping
Jönköping

Light rail after 2030



Progress in cities are in different stages



Lund



Lund

















Challenges in Lund

• Future visions and expansion of the system
• Staying on time
• Slow decision process



Göteborg





A brief history of Göteborg

• Opened in 1879 (electric 1902)
• Almost closed in 1960’s
• 12+1 lines
• Owned by Göteborg city, operated by 

Västtrafik
• 161 km



Göteborg
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Challenges in Gothenburg

• Too many trams at the same place
• Financing for expansions
• Other major construction projects

(Västlänken)
• Company image



Norrköping





A brief history of Norrköping

• Opened in 1904
• Trackowners Norrköping city, operators 

Östgötatrafiken (Transdev)
• 2+1 lines
• 18,7 km long
• Clever planning keeps costs low



Norrköping





M97



M06



Challenges in Norrköping

• Relatively small city makes it difficult to find
financing for much needed expansions

• General public likes the tram – but local
oppositions to expansions



Uppsala



Uppsala



The Uppsala package

• Tram partially funded
• 2 new tracks on mainline railroad (to border

with Stockholm)
• New station in Bergsbrunna
• 33 000 new dwellings

• (New station in Alsike + additional dwellings in 
Knivsta, across municipal border)



• Bild från förr









Challenges for Uppsala?

• Funding is not completely secured
• Problems with the water table needs costly

solutions
• The image of trams as noisy and old fashioned
• Will require solutions for EMF’s near hospital 

and research facilities



Stockholm

Bild: Tim Adams (CC BY 3.0)





1877 – Horse, 
1901 - Electricity



1933 – First tunnel built



1967 – Last trams gone
– cars instead



1991 – Museum trams back



First modern tram in 2000



2010 – Trams return to city center

Bild: Holger Ellgaard (CC BY SA 3.0)



2013 – Latest modernization of
Lidingöbanana.



2017 – Latest extension 
to Tvärbanan opened.



Stockholm



Current Stockholm Projects

- Spårväg Syd

- Spårväg City

- Tvärbana Kista extension



Spårväg Syd

- Is a tramway constructed in 

the southern suburbs. 

- Fully completed in 2034 

but Huddinge muncipality

looking into speeding up

construction.

- Separate system with

extension possibilities





Spårväg city

- Extension of central tramway

- Only 400 meters

- More to it than meets the eye

- Prepared to extend to 

Lidingöbanan











Tvärbanan Kista extension

- 8 km extension of current Tvärbanan

- Extends to the north-western suburb of

Kista.

- A project redefined and redesigned

several times

- Completely done 2023





A32
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A35/36



Challenges for 
Stockholm

- Funding

- Geography

- Culture



Geography

- Stockholm is built on islands and 

hard rock

- Tunnels, bridges and indirect

routes will increase project

costs. 

- Winter issues

Snow day? S’no problem. 



Funding

- Very limited availability of national 

government funding.

- Limited possibilities of municipalities

to co-fund projects

- Limited possibilites for alternative 

forms of funding



Culture

- Attitude towards for instance signaling

for tramways make projects more

expensive

- Old fashioned and unecessary safety

features increases project cause 

- Political differences delays projects

indefinitely



Cities planning light
rail after 2030

- Västerås

- Linköping

- Eskilstuna

- Jönköping

- Malmö

- Helsingborg

- Arlanda airport link





Web: www.sparvagnsstaderna.se

E-mail: info@sparvagnsstaderna

Twitter: @sparvag

Facebook: Spårvagnsstäderna

Feel free to contact us
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